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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the amendment filed 06/05/2007 to the application 
filed 12/09/2003. 

Claims 1-2 and 4-9 are presented for examination. Claim 3 has been canceled. Claims 
12 and 4-9 have been amended. Claims 1 and 2 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Seto (US 
2002/0029242 A 1, publication date: 03/07/2002). 
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As to claims 1 and 2: 

Seto teaches an image processing system and method (an image editing system,,., the 
user gives a command to edit and transfers ediUcommand information representing the 
result of editing to the laboratory... obtains processed image data by repeating the 
aforementioned editing process until the process is performed for all the editing 
objects/an image editing method and an image editing system which are capable of 
reducing the image editing load on users and the cost for managing editor 
software ...generating ediUcommand information which represents a command to edit 
the editing object, in accordance with the editing information and also transferring the 
edit-command information to the image server, at the ediUcommand unit.,, obtaining 
intermediate processed image data by applying an editing process on the editing data 
in accordance with the ediUcommand information and also transferring the 
intermediate processed image data to the client, at the editing unit) [see the Abstract 
and ^0010-0104; see also, Figs. 2-14 and the associated text] comprising: 

• an image editing step of carrying out editing and printing of an image (an image 
editing system equipped with a client, which has an ediUcommand unit for 
applying a command to edit image data; see Iffi 0013-0020; see also, Figs. 2-14 
and the associated text); 

• a link processing step of obtaining a desired image by linking to a WWW server 
that provides the image to be edited and printed in the said image editing step (an 
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image server, connected with the client through a network, which has an editing 
unit for obtaining processed image data by editing the image data in response to 
the edit command from the edit-command unit... in response to the edits tart 
command, commanding the image server to transfer editing data, having at least 
one editing object, which contains the image data, at the edit-command unit, and 
of transferring the editing data to the client at the image server; see Iffl 0013- 
0020; see also, Figs. 2-1 4 and the associated text)\ 
• a record step of tabulating the records of editing and printing processing that has 
been carried out by using said image editing device on the image obtained from 
said WWW server (querying the image server about one editing object for 
obtaining the processed image data in accordance with the editing data, at the 
edit-command unit... The expression "query one editing object" means to query 
the editing unit about what kind of editing object is contained in the obtained 
editing data. For instance, in the case where the editing data is only image data, 
it means to query the contents of a process that can be applied to this image data. 
Also, in the case where the editing data is template data or synthesized data, it 
means to query the position of a region into which images or characters are 
inserted, in addition to the contents of a process that can be applied to this image 
data. Note that an inquiry about the position at which images or characters are 
inserted can be made by clicking on a predetermined position on the editing data 
displayed on the screen. Also, the words "one editing object" mean to query only 
one editing object even when the editing data contains a plurality of editing 
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objects.,, the edit-command unit queries the image server about one editing 
object for obtaining the processed image data (second step). The editing unit 
transfers editing information, which represents the one editing object 
corresponding to the inquiry, to the client (third step). The edit-command unit 
generates edit-command information which represents a command to edit the 
editing object, in accordance with the editing information and also transfers this 
to the image server (fourth step). The editing unit obtains intermediate processed 
image data by applying an editing process on the editing data in accordance with 
the edit-command information and also transfers the intermediate processed 
image data to the client (fifth step). Finally, when there are other editing objects 
desired to be processed, processed image data is obtained by repeating the 
second through the fifth steps until processing ends for an editing object desired; 
see 1fl| 0015-0058; see also, Figs. 2-14 and the associated text); 

• a step of selecting link destinations in said link processing step based on the 
tabulation results of said record search step; and a step of setting the link 
destinations in the link processing step based on these selected link destinations 
(an image server, connected with the client through a network, which has an 
editing unit for obtaining processed image data by editing the image data in 
response to the edit command from the edit-command unit.,, transferring the 
editing data to the client in response to the command to transfer the editing 
data... transferring editing information, which represents an editing object 
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corresponding to the inquiry, to the client; see 0048-0064; see also, Figs.ll- 
13 and the associated text), 

Sato does not specifically teach "the records including at least one of a first data that 
indicates how many times each user has accessed a certain type of image and a second 
data that indicates how many times the image was edited and printed, " Sato, however, 
teaches "a database 5 for achieving the read image data SO; input-output means 6 for 
accepting the edit-command information H from the PC 10 and transferring various 
kinds of data to the PC 10; the editing means 7 for obtaining processed image data SI by 
editing the image data SO, based on the edit-command information H; and output means 
8 for printing the processed image data SI ... the edit-command information H and the 
character image data Mare received by input-output means 6, and based on the edit 
command, the high-resolution image data SO and the template data Tare read out from 
the database 5. Based on the edit-command information H, image editing means 1 7 
performs the process of synthesizing the image data SO and the template data T, and also 
performs the process of inserting characters based on the character image data M (step 
S60), whereby processed image data SI is generated (step S61) Then, the processed 
image data SI is printed by output means 8 (step S62), and the editing process ends. The 
printed image is provided to the user 1 " [see 1fl| 0123-0168; see also, Figs, 11-13 and the 
associated text]. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have applied Sato's teachings to include the claimed "the records including 
at least one of a first data that indicates how many times each user has accessed a 
certain type of image and a second data that indicates how many times the image was 
edited and printed" because it would have provided the capability for efficiently 
processing the editing data in accordance with the editing information corresponding to 
an editing object queried. 

As to claim 4: 

Seto teaches records include the first data, and wherein the record search device search 
accesses images which have been accessed by a plurality of users and selected images 
from the accesses images based on the access counts corresponding to the accesses 
images respectively (querying the image server about one editing object for obtaining the 
processed image data in accordance with the editing data, at the edit-command 
unit... The expression "query one editing object " means to query the editing unit about 
what kind of editing object is contained in the obtained editing data. For instance, in the 
case where the editing data is only image data, it means to query the contents of a 
process that can be applied to this image data; see Tffi 0015-0058; see also, Figs. 2-1 4 
and the associated text). 



Application/Control Number: 10/729,899 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2176 

As to claim 5: 

Sato does not specifically teach "a third data that indicates the dates and times that 
images were obtained from the WWW server, and wherein the record search device 
searches accessed images which have been accessed by a plurality of users within a 
predetermined range of dates and times and selected images from the accessed images 
based on the access counts corresponding to the accessed images respectively. " Sato, 
however, teaches "a database 5 for achieving the redd image data SO; input-output 
means 6 for accepting the edit-command information Hfrom the PC 10 and transferring 
various kinds of data to the PC 10; the editing means 7 for obtaining processed image 
data SI by editing the image data SO, based on the edit-command information H; and 
output means 8 for printing the processed image data SI ... the edit-command information 
H and the character image data Mare received by input-output means 6, and based on 
the edit command, the high-resolution image data SO and the template data Tare read 
out from the database 5. Based on the edit-command information H, image editing means 
1 7 performs the process of synthesizing the image data SO and the template data T, and 
also performs the process of inserting characters based on the character image data M 
(step S60), whereby processed image data SI is generated (step S61) Then, the processed 
image data SI is printed by output means 8 (step S62), and the editing process ends. The 
printed image is provided to the user 1 " [see 0123-0168; see also, Figs.11-13 and the 
associated text]. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have applied Sato's teachings to include the limitations as claimed because 
it would have provided the capability for efficiently processing the editing data in 
accordance with the editing information corresponding to an editing object queried. 

As to claim 6: 

Note the discussion of claim 5 above. Additionally, Seto teaches memory device that 
stores attribute data of the users [see Fig.l and \\ 0021-0023], 

As to claim 7: 

Refer to the discussion of claims 1 and 4 above for rejection. 
As to claim 8: 

Refer to the discussion of claims 1 and 4 above for rejection. 
As to claim 9: 

Note the discussion of claim 5 above. Additionally, Seto teaches memory device that 
stores attribute data of the users [see Fig.l and 0021-0023J. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on 06/05/2007 have been fully considered but are deemed to 
be moot in view of the new grounds of rejection necessitated by Applicant's amendments. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record, listed on PTO 892 provided to Applicant is considered to 
have relevancy to the claimed invention. Applicant should review each identified 
reference carefully before responding to this office action to properly advance the case in 
light of the prior art. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded 
of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



be directed to Maikhanh Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-4093. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00am - 5:30 pm. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached 
at (571)272-4137. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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